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Bosoribe the presont aad original (i knewe) phivsicoal papearance

The Singer Building lg a ton story sitruciure with a full basement. The facade,
fseinrg State Street on the easht, and about twonty-five feet on the south extending
back along the alley, are c¢lad with a glazed terra cotta. The tenth floor facade is
set back a fow feet and is polvgonal in shape. The first floor store front has been
covered or altered hy later modifications.

The facade is vertically accented by the slim facade, strong piers at the corners,
and two continuous slender piers that separate fthe three large double hung windows
at each floor. The spandrels are recesszed and richly ornamented with gothic details
cast in torra cotta. The second, third and fourth floorsg are exceptionally tall,
and the windows reflect this on the facade. all of this emphasis on the vertical
culminates in a burst of gothic imagery at the parapets, wheore terra cotta finals ex-
tend well above the top of the bhuilding. Many of these larger elements have been
romoved and are being stored In the building.

The original tvpical floor plan includes an enclosed stairwell, two elevators,
and a small restroom grouped midway along the north wall. The floor plan is copen
without columns or bearing walls. Bach floor has a narreow hallway that runs east
and west in front of the elevators, stairs and restreoomzs. The wall between the offices
and the hallway is puncluated by windows (including operable sash), glazed doors, and
tranzoms Lo borrow lighit from the windows on Lthe south facade of the building. Fach
hallway, *the restreoms, and the lobby on the first floox are decorated with a black
and white chackerboard pattern of coramic mosale tile. The lobby on the ground floor
is also trimmed with a barrel vaull ceiling and ornamsntal cornlce. Each elevator
docr is framed wilth ornamental bronze trim. The elevator doors arc bronze and glass.

The ground floor is presently occupied by a restaurant in the principle space,
while the former public lobby spacce accommodates a street level carmel corn shop.
Fortunately, the needs of each of these businessges did not require major alterations
to the original structure, and the appearance today is essentially of a cogmetic
The original surfaces have been covered over by pancling, etc., but remains

nature.
Currcnt plans call for high guality restoration to near—original condition

intact.
of the public spaces.
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Specific dates 1925 Builder/Avrchitect Mundie & Jensen

Statement of Significance (in one paragraphj

The Singer BRullding is significent in three primary areas. It reopresentg a
structure built by a major American company whose product had an extraordinary impacl
on our nation and the world. The building was designed by an emineni firm of archi-
tects whose work befoxe, during and after this building had an enormous inpact on
world architecture. Finally, the Singer Building clearlv represents a type of struc-
ture which erkedies cortain characteristics of architfecture and cngineering which
had profound influence on the design of buildings during a specific era, and which
are no longer useaed.

The f£irm which eventually became the Singer Sewing Mochine Cowonny wes estabh-
lished in 1850 by Isznac Merritt Singer. Singer was responsible for the development
of the first practical sewing machine. The machine, the company, and Isaac Singer
had a tumultuous, scandal-filled existence during the guarter century prior o
Singex's death in 1877. Singer's hectic life caused nwrerous problems, which pre-
venled the firm from eatablishing a truly efficient nationazl organiszation until after
his death. Howevex, by the turn of the century, the Singor Sewing Machine Company
was firmly cnlrenched and had already costablished a mejor officce in Chicago. By the
First World War, plavning had begun for constructing a new office building and display
area in Chicago. Plans hecamz firm in the carly 1920's when the nrominent architec-—
tural firm of Mundie & Jensen were comuissionsd Lo desion and supcrvise constriuction
of a modern office bhuilding including shops on State Street in Chicago. The bullding
permit was issued on August 24, 1925; excavation was under way in early Septomber
of that year, and the building was completed in June of 1926. Records indicate that
the Singer Coumpany occupied only four floors of the building upon its completion,
although additional floors were used by Singer as the years passed. Their oooupancy
included display space, their local agents' office, their “"School of Lressmaking",
and their collections office, as well as other corporate functions.

The Singer Building was designed by Architects Mundie & Jensen. William Bryce
Mundie was a prominent Chicago designer whe is often overlcoked in favor of his more
well known first partner, William LeBaron Jenney. Mundie was a Canadian, the son
of an architect, and was trained to be an architect at lamilton Collegiate Instituto.
At age 21, in 1884, he entered the office of W.IL.B. Jenney. During the next seven
years he distinguished himself and Jenney in draftsmanship and design. In 1891, at
age 28, he was made a full partner, and the firm became Jenney & Mundie. In c. 1905,
the firm became Jenney, Mundic & Jensen with the admittance of RElmer C. Jensen to
partnership. Several years later, after the death of Jenney in 1907, the firm became
Mundie & Jensen. It was under this name that the Singer Sewing Machine Company was
designed.

Mundie was active in architectural circles during his youth and was an early
nemer of the Chicage Architectural Club. His work was published widely during the
late 19th Century. le was an extraordinary draftsman, and his primary contribution

(Continued on Continuation Sheeot #1)
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to architecture was in the field of design. After Jenney's rotirement and death in
1907, the firm had a decade of relalively modest success, Iowever, duvring and fol-
lowing the First World War, they once more became a major firm responsible for larue
scale work of a quality similar to that of Jenney & Mundie. They did a number of

bank buildings and several large, multi-story structures in Chicago and elsewhere,
including the Tnternational Tailoring RBuilding (1¢16), and the J.T. Tavior Building

in 1922, The period betwren 1911 and 1917 saw soveral bank designs completed through-
out Illinois. One of their largest structures was the Union League Club of Chicago,
complcted in 1924. It was built by the same contractor, R.¥. Wilson & Company, who
began construction of the Singer Building within a few wceks of its completion.

The Singer Building reprosented an important and Significant event in the oenvre
of Mundie and Jensen. The client's program called for a sitreet level show room which
would also pormit retail sales. Provision for rotail space In the basement and upper
floors was also mandated, along with sufficient private and open office space on the
vwpper floors to accommodate the Chicage office of the Singer Sewing Machine Company,
as woll as ipcome-producing tenant space. All this had to be done on a lot with only
25" frontage on State Street and 115' deep. Ratural lighi, column-free [loors, and
low maintenance were all basic requircments, The natural light requirement was thoe
most difficult to resolve. IL was solved by providing excoptionally high floor-iow-
cociling heights on the lower floors which, in turn, permitted very large windows on
the cast facade. The scuth clevation, which Fronted on an alley, was also equipped
with a large double hung sash, thus providing substaniial lighl even though it was
not direct sunlight. The west facade was on an alley, but windows were provided on
all the fiovors above street level. The elevators and stairs wore on the north wall
located generally towards the rear to aveoid blocking the east light. The uppoer floors
not only had the cast, west and south light, but also were fitted with north windows,
As one ascends to the upper fleoors, the ceiling height is lower gince the light is
more direct and the need for high cellings is lessened.

The celumn-free floors were easily provided since the widih of the building was
only 25'. The structurc is framed in steel with flat tile arch floors. The exterior
walls are brick with the east facade being sheathed in creamy white Lerra cotta ox-
nament exXcculed in gothic details. The terra colta is returned several feet on both
the south and north facades. A high percentage of glass is included in the well-
proportioned main facade. The glazed terra cotta was intended to provide a low main-
tenance surface, but vears of neglect have left it quite grimy.

Wien completed, the Singer Building repreosented the state of the art of big city,
downtown, office/retail structurcs. The gothic details were generally considered
entirely appropriate for such buildings and had been previously used on larger, more
highly publicized buildings, such as the Woolworth in New York City and the Tribune
Tower in Chicago. The Singer, however, was shrictly a business structure designed
for efficiency, low maintenance, and as a symbol of corporate stability. It succeeded
admirably and served this purpese for half a century. During the past 25 years, the
Singer Scowing Machine Company has been totally ryeorganized, and their former Chicago
headyuarters building has changed hands several times. During the decade of the 1970's
it was apparently the target of a developer assemblage and all floors excopt the street

{CONTINUED ON CONTINUATIQN SHEET #2)
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level were vacated in preporau: for possible demolilion.  The proposed project wasg
not realized, and unlortunately the bullding has remained nearly empty.

The current owncr of the Singer Building acguived 1t early in 1982, 7The first
floor is gtill the only one presently occupled. Changes which have been made to the
building over the years are largely cosmetic in nature, and a totbtal rehobilitation
including resteration of the facade and public spaces is completely feasible, (Deco-
rative terra cotta elements Ffrom the upper levels have bheen removed for safety reasons,
but they are stored in the building for use in fuluvre restoration.) PFlans for the

rehabilitation include working within tho Guidelines of the Secretary of the Tnterior,
and takiag advautage of the Koounooice Recovenry Tax Act of 1981.
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The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to inform you that the following properties have
been entered in the National Register of Historic Places during the week beginning February 6, 1983
and ending February 12, 1883. For further information call (202) 272-3504.

STATE, County, Vicinity, Property, Address,(date listed)

ARIZONA, Maricopa County, Phoenix, U.S. Post Office, 522 N. Central Ave. {02/10/83)
ARIZONA, Pimsa County, Tueson, U.S. Post Office and Courthouse, 55 E. Broadway (02/10/83)

CALIFORNIA, Humboldt County, Eureka, U.S. Post Office and Courthouse, Fifth and H Sts. (82/10/83)
CALIFORNIA, Merced County, derced. U.S. Post Oflice, 401 W. 18Lh S51.(02/10/83)

CALIFORNIA, San Dicgo County, San Ysidro, U.S. Inspection Station/U.S. Custom House, Virginia and
Tijuana Sts. (02716/83)

CALIFORNIA, San Joaquin County, Stockton, U.S. Post Office, 401 N. San Joaquin St. (62/10/83)
CALIFORNIA, Stanislaus County, Modesto, U.S. Dost Office, Twelfth and I Sts, (02/10/83)

ILLINOQIS, Bureau County, Princeton, Skinner, Richard M., House, 6§27 E. Pery St. (02/10/83)
ILLINOIS, Cass Counly, Beardstown, Park House, 200 W. Second St. (02/10/83)

ILLINOIS, Cook County. Chieago, King, Patrick J., House, 3234 W. Washington Blvd. {02/10/83)
ILLINOIS, Cool County, Chieago, Singer Building, 190 8. Siate St. (02/10/83)

ILLINOIS, Lee County, Dixon, Nachusa House, 215 &, Galena Ave. (02/10/83) .

ILLINGIS, Logan Countv, Mt. Pulaski vieinity, Buekles, Robert, Barn (Round Barns in Dinois TR), SE of
Mt. Pulaski (02710/83) .

ILLiNQCIS, Melean Countv, Chenos. Scott, VMatthew T., House, 227 Ist Ave. (02/10/83) _

ILLINOIS, Peoria County, Norwood Park vieinity, Christ Church of Lower Kiekapoo, W of Norwood
Park on Christ Church Rd. (02/10/83)

ILLINOIS, Pike Countv, Summer Hill, Scott, Lvman, House, U.S. 54 {(02/16/83)

ILLINOIS, Sangamon County, Springfisld, 8t. Nieholas Hotel, 400 E. Jefferson St. (02/10/83)

INDIANA, Monroe Countv, Bloomington, Blair-Dunning House, 608 W. 3rd St. {02/10/83)

KANSAS, Ford Countv, Dodge City, Sacred Heart Cathedral, 903 Central Ave. (02/10/33)
KANSAS, Gray County, Cimarron, Cimarron Hotel, 203 N, Main St. (02/10/83)

KENTUCKY, Christian Countv, Hopkinsville, Dalton, Monroe, House (Christian Countv MRA), 713 E.
7th St. (02/10/83)

KENTUCKY, Jefferson Countv, Harrods Creek, Nitta Yuma Historie District, 5028, 5040, 5044, and
2051 Nitta Yuma (02/10/33)

KENTUCKY, Tavior Countv, Campbellsville vicinity, Hiestand, Jacob, House, W of Camphellsville off
KY 210 (02/10/83)

KENTUCKY, Tavlor Countv, Campbellsviile, Campbellsville Historiec Commereial Distriet, Roughly
vounded by Columbia Ave., Broadway, 1st, Hotchkiss Sts., Central Ave. {both sides), and RR tracks
(02/10/83) -

MICHIGAN, Chebovean County, Cheboygan, Newton-Allaire House, 337 Dresser St. (02/10/83)
MICHIGAN, Wawne Countv, Detroit, Trinitv Evangelical Luthceran Church Complex, 1345 Gratiot Ave.
{02/10/83)




